THE GLOBE BEFORE AND AFTER THE
ADVENT OF IMAM MAHDI, PART V!

MOHAMMAD ALI SHOMALI

ABSTRACT: Earlier articles in this series offered an
overview of the sources of both the dominant world
religions and Islamic sources on the concept of the ‘End
of Times’ - the world’s state of affairs before and after
the coming of Imam Mahdi to establish worldwide
justice and peace. Using the Qur’an and hadith as
sources to visualise the future and increase our
knowledge on the advent of Imam Mahdi with the
purpose of establishing a positive relationship with him
and preparing for his return, the previous parts
expanded on the qualities of the people of this time,
including their intellectual condition, and scientific and
technological advancements, and signs of the moral,
cultural, and religious state of affairs before and after his
return. This part further delves into the state of affairs
after his return, such as the meeting the crucial needs of
the peopie, the expansion of Islam, and establishing a
culture based on the Qur’an.

Granting freedom to people
Imam Mahdi (aj) will remove the metaphorical chains that have been

fastened onto human beings.

! This series of papers is based on parts nine and ten of a series of lectures delivered by the
author in Muharram 1428/ January 2007 in London.

7



MESSAGE OF THAQALAYN SUMMER 2016. VOL. 17, NO. 2

The Qur’an mentions this as a task of the Holy Prophet:

S
...and relieves them of their burdens and the shackles
that were upon them (7:157)

The people in the time of ja]]i]ggfab were chained, and did not have
the chance to live freely and honourably. Their lives were burdened
under the heavy weight of ignorance, incorrect customs, and
superstitions. One of the tasks of the Prophet was to relieve them of
these unnecessary burdens, as all prophets were tasked with liberating

the people.

Freedom in its negative sense is that one can do whatever one likes. In
this sense, religion is deemed a burden on people, something that
restricts freedom, and therefore it is disliked. Hence, the trend that we
see today is that people desire spirituality, but not religion. They will
fill their hearts with spiritual things but will avoid the restrictions of
religion. The Qur’an says:

Gl 2 flad) Ay
Man desires to go on ]iVing V1'ci0us])/. (Qur’an, 75:5)

This verse of the Qur'an suggests that man wishes to lead his life
without any barriers and restrictions, and that he should be free to do
whatever he wishes, without committing himself to following
anything. Islam says that this is a very short-sighted view of freedom,
that such people are not free, but are actually restricted within
themselves; in other words, they cannot be rid of the prison they have
created for themselves. If the smallest of changes occurs to their

lifestyle, they will not like it and are unable to tolerate this disruption.
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Such people are weak as they become easily disturbed or
disappointed, and may even commit suicide easily because they feel

that there is nothing worth Iiving for.

Freedom in its truest form is the freedom that starts within a person,
the freedom to resist one’s temptations and desires. It gives the person
the strength to do what is right. Therefore, freedom is not for one to
do whatever he wishes, but it is to do what one should. If this
freedom is taken away by internal or external forces then that person
is not free. A person who knows what he should do and yet cannot do
it, is not truly free. And a person who does what he wants and yet
cannot do what he should, is also not free. Imam Ali instructed Imam

Hasan:
B 0l Slas 5, S ugy

Do not be a servant of anyone; God has created you

2
free.

This means neither any external force nor any internal force should

restrict a person’s true freedom.

After the advent of Imam Mahdi (aj), he will give us back this
freedom and release us from the chains that have kept us unable to
move and behave as we should. For example, in a beautiful hadith, of
which the end of it will be shared, Abu Basir — a famous companion

of Imam Bagqir and Imam Sadiq — says:
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2 Na]zj u]—Ba]ag/Jab, Letter 31
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If in your whole life you do not hear anything other than
this hadith then it is sufficient. Do not disclose it to
people other than whom you can trust.
In the report, Imam Sadiq says:
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‘My father told Jabir ibn Abdullah Ansari: “I have a

favour to ask. Whenever it is convenient for you, I wish

to have a private conversation.”
Jabir replied: “Any time you wish, I am at your service!”

‘So one day Imam Bagir and Jabir met, and Imam Bagqjir

said, “O Jabir, tell me about the tablet you saw in the
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hands of my mother Fatima, and what my mother told

you is written on that plate.”

Jabir replied: “I bear witness by God, when the Prophet
was alive I went to visit Lady Fatima to congratulate her
on the birth of Husayn, and I saw a green plate in her
hands. I saw that it was emerald, and there was
something like a white paper on it. I said to her: ‘May
my mother and father be your ransom, @) daughter of
the Prophet of God! What is this plate?” She said: ‘This
is a tablet that God has gifted to the Prophet. In this
plate is the name of my father, my husband, my sons,
and the successors of the prophets from my progeny,
and my father gave me this plate to be a glad tiding.’
Your mother Fatima passed the plate to me so I read

>

and made a note of it.

Imam Sadiq then says: ‘My father told Jabir: “Could you, O Jabir,
show me what you noted down?” Jabir said: “Yes.” Then Imam
Bagqir and Jabir walked to the house of Jabir and Jabir showed him
the note he had made. Imam Bagqir then told Jabir: “You look at
your notes and I, without looking, will read it for you.” And
everything the Imam said — letter by letter — was in the notes that
Jabir had. Jabir said: “I bear witness by God, I saw this exactly
written on the plate: In the name of God, Most Kind, Most
Merciful. This is a message from God to Muhammad His Prophet
and light and envoy, brought down by Jibrail ...”

God then mentions Himself, monotheism (zawhid), and that people
should only hope and trust in Him; He also mentions the prophets

and that each prophet had a successor. Then it continues:
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‘I have made you [i.e. Prophet Muhammad] superior to
other prophets and I have made your successor superior
to other successors of other prophets. I have honoured
you with your grandchildren Hasan and Husayn. I
made Hasan the source of my knowledge after his
father, and made Husayn the treasure of my revelation
and honoured him with martyrdom, and I have ended
his life with felicity. He is the greatest person to be
Inartyred and has the highest status amongst all

martyrs. ’

The table then mentions Imam Zayn al-Abidin and Imam Bagjir, and
all the Imams, each with some of their characteristics, until it reaches

Imam Hasan al-Askari, about whom it says:
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I appoint the one who invites people towards my path,
and he has knowledge from me and that is Hasan, and I
complete after him this chain of successors with his son
M H M D, a mercy to all the worlds. He has the

perfection of Moses and the awe of Isa and patience of
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Ayyub, and in his time [of /mamah] my special friends
will be made humble, will be killed, burned, fearful,
their blood will paint the earth, and they will suffer a
great deal. They are truly my true friends. With them I
will remove all calamities and Atnah ... with them T will
remove earthquakes, and with them I will remove all the
chains and burdens and locks that have locked up the
people [i.e. people will be liberated]. Upon them shall be
salutations and mercy of God, and they are the ones

who have been able to find the right pa‘ch.3
In this short message, God mentions:

1. People will finally be released and liberated. In our thoughts and
speech with others regarding Imam Mahdi (aj), we must stress the

aspect that he will be a liberator and will set humanity free.

2. Similar to the title given to the Holy Prophet, Imam Mahdi (aj)
will be a mercy for all the worlds. Regarding the word alamin, this
word is normally translated as ‘worlds’, but actually it does not
mean just this, otherwise the Arabic word for worlds is awalim.
Alamin is a plural and refers to the inhabitants of the worlds that
can think and have knowledge i.e. jinns, humans, angels, and
other creatures of which we do not have knowledge. However, the

term does not include non-thinking beings.

Unfortunately some people try to frighten non-Muslims about Imam
Mahdi (aj), and make a frightening picture of him to such an extent
that people become psychologically prepared to oppose and resist
him. What we should do is convey the message that he is a liberator

’ AlKafi, Vol. 1, Page 527-8
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and a mercy, and this is for all people and all thinking beings. Imam
Mahdi (aj) is something that all people should be keenly awaiting,
including non-Muslims. In fact, many Muslims will oppose him.
During the Holy Prophet’s time, the assumption may have been that
Jews and Christians will join him, but in fact pagans like Ammar and
Abu Dharr benefitted the most, and were the best followers. In short,
Imam Mahdi (aj) will be welcomed by anyone who is truly seeking
the truth.

Meeting the psychological, emotional and spiritual needs
of people

Hadiths also mention that Imam Mahdi will not only establish justice
in that there would be no financial and economic problems, but that
his justice will be so far-reaching that it will meet the psychological,
emotional, and spiritual needs, even of animals and birds. We infer
this from the hadith that mentioned ‘the inhabitants of the earth and
sky will be pleased with him’4, which we take to mean all inhabitants,
human and non-human. This could be because there is no poHution,

and that resources are in abundance. The Prophet has said:

Syl ol o el s
The inhabitants of the earth, the sky and the birds in
the air will be pleased with his leadership.5

In another hadith we see the following:
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> Bihar ul-Anwar, Vol. 51, Page 91
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People will be so willing and eager to be with their
Imam in that time, it can be likened to a bee that wants

6
to meet its queen.

People will try to do their best for Imam Mahdi (aj) and will try to be
with him.

Progress for the religion of Islam
After the advent of Imam Mahdi (aj), Islam will be expanded as the
true religion of God. The Qur’an predicts this:

o5 5 KA e sl 351 g il A5 gl sl 56
o524
It is He who has sent His Apost]e with the gufdance and

the religion of truth, that He may make it prevail over
all re]z"gfons, tbougb the po])/t]]eists should be averse.

(9:33)

This raises a number of questions, such as:
® Will all the people become Muslims at that time?

® Will Islam be the major and superior religion whilst other

religions also exist?

® Does this mean Islam in general, i.e. the religion of submission
that was taught by other prophets such as Ibrahim and Ya'qub
who both according to the Qur'an said were Muslim (submissive

to God)?

In a hadith from Prophet Muhammad, we read:

¢ Muntakhab ul-Athar, Page 478
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A ade ds3 b et e a5
Surely this religion will penetrate everything that the

night can penetrate.

During the night, everywhere is dark. Even if one closes the curtains
and the door, the darkness is there. It cannot be shut out. At the end
of time, the religion of God will penetrate all aspects and corners of
life. This means that everything will be regulated according to the true
religion of God.

This Phenomenon has never happened. During the time of the
Prophet, such a wide—ranging penetration of Islamic way of life was
not achieved, as the world was not ready for it. But during the time of
Imam Mahdi (aj), Islam will prevail. And by Islam, we mean the true
religion of God, which is the true essence of all the other religions, in
that God is one, and there will be a commitment to this belief. Imam
Sadiq says:
Jab 35 38 A 01 AR 5 Loas oSl ) 28 65 26 56 1)
s ke
When our Qa’im will appear, he will invite people to
Islam anew. And he will guide them to a matter that has

not been maintained, something that the majority of the

people would have lost it.8

Imam Mahdi will bring a sound and fresh presentation of Islam again.

However, this does not mean that pure Islam did not exist before that.

7 Muntakhbab ul-Athar, Page 212
¢ Al-Irshad, Shaykh Mufid, Vol. 2, Page 383
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There will be true Muslims, although the majority would have

deviated from true Islam.

Regarding the condition of religion in the end of time, the Qur’an

says:

afjij AJ{JJS\ Je gslad Ol-\ RED 53l Ay [),;j\ Ls.\\\ 5,”

554
It is He who has sent His Apostle with the guidance and
the re]z"gfon of truth, that He may make it prevaﬂ over
all religions, though the polytheists should be averse.
(9:33)

This verse shows that religion of the truth will overcome all other
religions (or philosophies or ways of life) that have not been sent by
God, or are so much distorted that cannot guide people properly,
because they have become religion of falsehood. And this will happen
even if the pagans and polytheists dislike it and are not happy.

When referring to the Quranic commentaries such as 7Tafsir
Nemuneh, there is a discussion between scholars about this verse, and
whether it means Islam has a power in itself such as the power of
reasoning and rationality, and because this complies with the innate
nature of human beings this power makes Islam stronger than any
other religion or could it be something more? Could it be that Islam

has a power in its essence?

We accept the first opinion, as it is a great religion with great
teachings. But the verse does indeed seem to suggest more, i.e. that
the true religion and the doctrine of tawhid and devotion to God will
prevail over any other kind of religion or atheism that people may

adhere to. Ayatullah Makarim in his work 7afsir Nemuneh prefers
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the second interpretation, and says the verse refers to the time of
Imam Mahdi (aj). He quotes some very clear hadiths to support this

argument:

1. From Imam Sadig:
7 b A s e Wb i Y am b Oy Lo
Al K 5 4 A
By God this [Islam prevailing over other religions] will

not be actualised before Mahdi comes. So when the

Qa’im will stand, there will be no person who

disbelieves in God.’

2. From Imam Baqir, narrated by Tabarsi in Majma a]—Ba)/an:
This will be at the time of Mahdi and there will be no

one [on earth] but that he will declare the prophethood
of Prophet Muhammad.

From the first hadith we can understand that there will remain no
hostility towards God. The second hadith indicates that all people will
declare the prophethood of Prophet Muhammad. Some hadiths
suggest that people will be Muslim in the general sense, such as the
followers of Prophet Musa and Prophet Jesus, who would remain in
their own religions and would not necessarily follow Islam in its

narrower sense.

’ A/—Ma]za/jat u]—Ba)/c{a, Fayd Kashani, Page 86
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3. From Imam al—Sadiq:

o6V Ibjin 5 ! gl o e ol (30 ¢
There will not remain any follower of religion except

that they declare Islam, and admit their faith in God."
Then the Imam referred to this verse:

Do tfze)/, then, seek a re]z('gion other than God’s, while to
Him submits whoever there is in the heavens and the
earth, Wf]]fng]y or un WI]]I'Hg]y, and to Him t]Ie)/ will be
broug]]t back?(3:83)

Imam al-Sadiq further explained that Imam al-Mahdi will judge
according to the judgement of Dawood and Prophet Muhammad.
Then the earth will reveal its treasures and all the blessings will
appear; there will remain no place where one can spend their charity,
and there will be no school of thought except that it has a chance to
reign so that when our time comes they will not be able to say: “Had
we had the chance to rule we also would have done that”. Then the

Imam referred to the verse:

And the outcome will be in favour of the Godwary.
(7:128)

4. Several hadiths say that when Imam Mahdi will come, he will
remove all the heresies. To stop heresies is very difficult; even

Imam Ali could not stop them completely.11

10 Bihar ul-Anwar, Vol. 52, Page 338
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In another place, Imam Ali again narrates that he left a matter by
which he felt his army may become divided. These two incidents show
that a person as principled as Imam Ali, who would never
compromise values, is wiliing to leave matters be when he sees

something that may fracture the Ummabh.

Regarding a similar matter, when Prophet Musa returned to his
people after his conversation with God, and after he was revealed the
tablets, he saw that people were worshipping the cow of Samiri. When
he questioned his brother Harun as to why this was happening and
why he did not stop them from worshipping the cow, Harun replied
that he was worried that his intervention might cause division in the
community.12 Therefore, he decided to wait for Musa to return and
make the decision by himself. Hence, even in the face of a massive
crime such as idol worship, he had to wait due to the fear of division

and disunity.

Islamic unity is therefore very important and needs to be considered
as one of the top priorities and above many other values. And we are

very much in need of this in this age.

" When Imam Ali became the ruler, he sent Imam al-Hasan to Kufa — an important strategic
location both as the capital and where the army was situated, and was the city most loyal to him
— to announce some important messages. And once Imam Hasan made the announcements, lots
of noise was created. The message was that in the month of Ramadan there will be no tarawih
prayers, and anyone who wishes to perform this recommended prayer must do so individually
and not in congregation. Imam Hasan went back and was asked by Imam Ali about the noise.
Imam Hasan replied that the people were shouting ‘Wa sunnata Umara!” (‘Lamentations upon
losing the sunnah of Umar!’). Imam Ali advised that the situation should be left as it is.

2 The Qur'an, 20:94
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Imam Mahdi will not need to compromise on any values, because in
that time people will be prepared, as they will possess understanding
and knowledge. Rather, he will be able to stop all the heresies. Imam
Bagqir says:

lale! W) ae ¥ 5 W W dens S5 Y

Mahdi will stop all the heresies and will revive all the
Sunnah that has been forgotten.13

God says in a hadith to Prophet Muhammad:

|8 w\i\ 8 ez 43 L},@};‘ tf-’;j 3 d\v\“ o u;ﬁ\ JG'S:\ &
With Mahdi I will clean My earth from My enemies,
and T will make the position of the people who

disbelieve in Me the lowest, and those who believe in

Me the highest. h

Establishment of a culture based on the Qur'an

After his reappearance, Imam Mahdi (aj) will establish a Qur’anic
culture. A hadith states:

AV et e o Tl ol Ay L labolus oo 216 15|
When Mahdi will rise, he will set up tents for the people
who teach Qur’an. But the way they will teach the Qur’an
is the way God revealed it [ie. with an accurate

interpretation in the way that Prophet Muhammad taught
.1 15
it].

" Bibar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 339.
“1bid., vol. 18, p. 342.
s Kashf ul-Ghummah, Vol. 2, Page 466
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The mention of tents in this hadith seems to suggest that the Imam
will not wait for any buildings to be set up, but will commence with
the teaching and interpretation of the Qur’an immediately, even from

tents.

We mentioned previously the hadith from Imam Ali in which he says:

ré’”l‘”ték“‘a*ll?&ﬂj

In the end of time, the interpretation of the Qur’an will
be projected into the ears of the people.

This hadith could suggest that wherever they are and wherever they
live, the Q_ur’an will come to the people. Perhaps we see this today
with the numerous television channels that teach and recite the

Qur’an. In another hadith from Imam Sadiq we learn:

It is as if I see the Shi‘a, they have the Qur’an in their
hands and they teach it to other people.

From this we can infer that the followers of the Ahlul Bayt should be
the first to be equipped with Qur’anic knowledge. For a long time, the
Shi‘as have been criticised for not paying enough attention to some
aspects of the Qur’an, and did not have many who had memorised
the Qur'an (Aufladh), but this is very much changing. Today we have
many memorizers of the Qur’an, and generally in the top three of the

international competitions of Qur’anic recitation, we have followers of

the Ahlul Bayt.

A clear sign of a Muslim is to be committed and to be a companion of
the Qur’an. At times, we take it for granted. If a day should arrive in
which, God forbid, we do not have the Qur’an or anything that we

can say is definitely from God, then we may appreciate how valuable
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the Qur’an is. Indeed, it is the only thing about which we can say
with certainty that from beginning to end is entirely from God.

In history, people have spent much time and money in search for the
true revelation; for example, some have done so in attempting to
prove the authenticity of the Dead Sea Scrolls, which can still not be
proven to be definite revelation. However, Muslims have the Qur’an
in every house but we fail to realise how important it is. I sometimes
feel that if someone were told to do a iengthy worship for a year, after
which they would receive one page of the original Quran that was
first written, then I think he would do it. It seems that it is human
nature to acquire things while not using them. At times we strive for
things, say a book, and we place it on the shelf only to never actually
read it. People will ensure they record lectures, but then they do not
listen to them. This can be compared to the verses of Surat al-
Jumu ah, which describe the people of the Torah who had the book

but were not practicing it:

The example of those who were charged with the Torah,
then failed to carry it, is that of an ass carrying books.
Evil is the example of the people who deny God's signs,
and God does not guide the wrongdoing lot. (62:5)

Imam Mahdi (aj) will strive for the teachings of the Qur’an to become
available everywhere.

Conclusion:
Whilst there are different interpretations, it might be possible to suggest
this: When Imam Mahdi (aj) reappears there will be a gradual process.

He starts to defend and protect Islam from the attacks of enemies that
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do not allow Islam to be practiced. He will enable the true followers to

practice Islam without any fear, as the Qur’an says:

God has promised those of you who have faith and do
righteous deeds that He will surely make them successors
in the earth, just as He made those who were before them
successors, and He will surely establish for them their
rebgiou which He has approved for them, and that He will
surely change their state to security after their fear, while
tbe)/ Wors]Hp Me, not ascrfbing any partners to Me.
(24:55)

The first thing, therefore, that will happen is that believers will be able
to talk and express themselves freely, and practice Islam properly, and
true Islam will be shown to other people. As people are shown true
Islam, and they also see this in Imam Mahdi (aj), they will gradually
become interested in submitting themselves to God, the One. This is
expected to happen first among monotheistic communities, especially
when Imam Mahdi (aj) discusses with them from their own teachings
and books. Furthermore, the Jews and Christians will see Jesus with
him, which will further bring unity and cohesion. And those with no
faith will also see the benefit of it, in that it is not making people
backward and not stunting development, and nor is it causing any
suffering or deprivation, and thereafter they too will be interested in

embracing faith and submitting themselves to God.
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