
 The �End of Times� � a period studied 
in the eschatologies of the dominant world religions � 
refers to the world�s state of affairs before and after the 
coming of Imam Mahdi, when worldwide justice and 
peace will be established. The previous articles in this 
series presented an outline of the concept from the 
viewpoint of the major world religions. The Islamic 
perspective is also given, using the Qur�an and hadith 
as sources to visualize future events, and with the 
purpose of increasing our knowledge on the advent of 
Imam Mahdi to establish a positive relationship with 
the Imam, and preparing for his return. Topics such as 
the quality of the people during this time, including 
their intellectual condition and scientific and 
technological advancements were explained. This part 
includes the people�s cultural, moral, and religious 
condition during the End of Times, explaining what 
will arise concerning family relationships, youth, 
women, mosques, Islamic law, and the general 
representation of Islam.  

 

1
 This series of papers is based on parts five and six of a series of lectures delivered by the 

author in Muharram 1428/January 2007 in London.  



Cultural, moral, and religious condition 

These three areas cannot be separated from each other, and 

therefore we will discuss them together. In the period of the end of 

time, there will be many disagreements and controversies as far as 

the area of beliefs, ideas, and concepts is concerned, as mentioned in 

an array of hadiths. For instance, on one occasion Prophet 

Muhammad said:  

� !Ç"#$%&'"()*+","-.Ç"/0"Ý123Ç"4."Ó567Ç"æ"áÒ8Ò"19:"
ÖÑ;"5<=>"æ"8$0"?@"ABC."ÇÑDE"æ"¡?CF"GHI"J6K"4L5M"Á?=7Ç"
æ"4L5M"ÖÑ; 

I give you the good tidings of Mahdi. He will be 

commissioned in my ummah at a time when people 

disagree with each other and there will be many 

quakes. He will fill the earth with justice just as it was 

filled with injustice. All the inhabitants of the heaven 

and earth will be pleased with him.
2
 

The following points are worthy of note: 

Point One: It seems that Imam Mahdi (aj) will not be readily 

accepted by all Muslims; his challenges will be similar to the ones 

faced by Prophet Muhammad when he wanted to call the pagans of 

his time to the unity of God, which was an immensely difficult and 

demanding task. 

Point Two: There is a mention of quakes. This could mean that in 

that time there will be many physical earthquakes, or it could refer 

metaphorically to the shaking in people�s thinking. 
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Point Three: Uniquely, Imam Mahdi (aj) will be able to please the 

people en masse, something that the prophets, all of whom had 

opponents, could not do. The prophets were favoured by the people 

of heaven, and yet not of the entire earth. Imam Mahdi (aj) 

however, will be able to please all of humanity because he will 

improve the situation to a large extent, and because the general level 

of people�s understanding will be conducive to his approach and 

stance. Therefore, two things will ensure his success: 

I. His faultless action will be met with a thorough understanding 

of the people. Although Prophet Muhammad also acted 

faultlessly, he was in the company of people who sometimes did 

not understand and appreciate his actions. Imam Mahdi (aj), as 

he leads the entire world, will behave in a way that not only the 

people who live on earth will be happy, but also every being on 

the earth and in the heavens. Perhaps this involves his care for 

the nature; he will be so caring for the environment that even 

animals and birds will be pleased with him. This is compatible 

with the literal sense of the hadith.  

II. The hadith describes people�s disagreements with one another as 

quakes, and because Imam Mahdi (aj) will fill the earth with 

justice, the inhabitants of earth and the heavens will be pleased. 

It seems therefore that he will bring an end to all the 

disagreements. In fact, it seems that he himself will be the matter 

upon which all humans can agree and achieve unity. As Qur�an 

says: 

Hold fast, all together, to God�s cord, and do not be 

divided [into sects]. And remember God�s blessing 



upon you when you were enemies, then He brought 

your hearts together, so you became brothers with His 

blessing. And you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, 

whereat He saved you from it. Thus does God clarify 

His signs for you so that you may be guided. (3:103) 

Fitnah 

The hadiths also include much reference to the occurrence of fitnah 

� a kind of severe trial or test � at the end of time. The term is 

normally used when the situation is rather ambiguous, and when 

one finds it difficult to discern right from wrong. In such cases, even 

people with good character may make mistakes, because the truth is 

not clear and it needs special insight to be able to find out the truth 

involved in the subject at issue. 

Hadith literature states that fitnah will occur in the end of time. This 

does not mean that the events predicted for the end of time are all 

going to happen at the same time. They may happen at different 

times, after death of Prophet Muhammad, or immediately before the 

advent of Imam Mahdi (aj). Imam Baqir has stated:  

8"H%N+"í$%&Ç"8 OÇ"/0"ÝD3"$+$P"4."Ó567Ç"áÇQ7Òæ"R62:æ"Á1Sæ"TUV+"
Ó567Ç 

Mahdi will not appear except when people have great fear 

and they quake [i.e. they internally shake] and there is 

fitnah.
3
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If we observe the situation today, we see that there is much fitnah 

when it comes to the Muslim world. Some Muslims are killing other 

Muslims. Some of these people cannot be bribed or bought, and 

they are very committed to what they perceive to be their mission, 

but they are confused. They are prepared to go into mosques and 

kill themselves and others, and they believe that by doing this they 

will go to heaven. For them the truth is not clear and they are 

confused. This is fitnah. It is important for us to know what the real 

truth is. Imam Sadiq (a) says in a supplication: 

" W%CXÇYÑZ[ !"Ç #$% &'()*+, -.#(/Çæ 0.1 &(234*+, 5æ 6'7 89 
#:#;<= >()*+, íÇ?@ ABC ìD@ EF= 

O God! Show me truth as the truth so I follow it, and 

falsehood as falsehood so I stay away from it, and let 

them not seem similar to me, for if this happens then 

I will follow my own desires.
4
 

Prophet Muhammad says: 

ÁG7 H23, ÁÇIJ ¡HKLM= N >O<P QR/Ç #ST'C ¡# ðT'C U% ÌVW -XÑ Y= 
-@*Z [\C á#$P ] ^¡íDS_Ç ä#̀, &abÑÏ*Z &'()#, Ycæ Y= YdDaS_Ç 

A fitnah will come which is very dark and will cause 

everything to become dark, and you will not be able to 

see clearly. It will follow other fitnah until a man from 

my progeny will come, called Mahdi, and if you can 

meet him and witness that time, follow him and you will 

be guided.
5
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In another saying from Imam Mahdi (aj) himself, he says: 

H=09 Ñ?Se fV=Ç Égh ÌVS/Ç æ ÌV_Ç æ QR/Ç 

The sign of my reappearance is the great amount of 

anarchy, chaos, and fitnah.
6
 

The hadith literature contains many hadiths that mention there will 

be much disagreement and debate that will have no end, including 

much fitnah and quaking, which will come to an end when Imam 

Mahdi (aj) reappears. 

Carnal Desires and lusts 

Another feature of the end of time is that many people will follow 

their own lower desires, lusts, and selfish ideas in the name of 

religion and guidance. People will impose their ideas on the Qur�an 

and introduce them as Qur�anic ideas. Imam Ali says:  

ij'P íDõS/Ç 89 í?S/Ç ÇÐÇ̀ Ç?Rjk í?S/Ç 89 íDS/Ç æ ij'P í*ZV/Ç 89 
älZV$/Ç ÇÐÇ̀ Ç?Rjk älZV$/Ç 89 í*ZV/Ç 

[At the time] when people force guidance to follow their 

desires, Mahdi will make their desires follow guidance. 

When people use the Qur�an to conform to their ideas, 

Mahdi will make their ideas conform to the Qur�an.
7
 

To remain a genuine believer at the end of time will be challenging. 

The hadiths both warn and give good tidings: they warn believers to 

be careful, and give good tidings for those who have remained 
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faithful. Indeed, there are important practical lessons to be taken. 

Prophet Muhammad says to his companions: 

m*+nop ã?q Y= rD'C -XV/Ç DsÇ?/Ç tu= ] V4*Z vwx yF= 

There will come a group of people that every single of 

them will be rewarded as fifty of you. 

They said:  

z á?pÑ { Y| #2b E'= ÑD(C DsÇæ vF%æ æ á}~ #2�, äl ZV$/Ç  

But, O Messenger of God, we have been with you in the 

battles of Badr, Uhud, Hunayn, and the Qur�an has been 

revealed among us? 

He said:  

y~Ç̀ ?/ Ç?LK� #_ Ç?L� � ÇæI�) �I� 

Surely, if you were required to go through what they are 

going to go through, you would not be strong enough.
8
 

To be a faithful believer in Medina under the leadership of the 

Prophet (s) and surrounded by the likes of Salman, Miqdad, and 

Abu Dharr would have been easier than the current challenges. The 

end of time is full of challenges, temptations, and poisons. The 

Prophet was not hesitant to bluntly tell the companions of this. 

Nevertheless, we are to appreciate that this is a general statement 

and does not apply to every individual of both these times. 

In another hadith, we read the following in reference to the plant 

qat!d, a plant full of spikes and thorns: 

8
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äÇ �%#�/ Ç�@ V=� !"#$ %&'(Ç )*+ ,-./0 ØÑ)12 3456 Ï)786Ç 
9/#0  äÇ :;)<6 Ç=> ?@A !"#$ BC#D+ E /"F /-F ,7G#$ æ %&'#6 

,-./0 

To keep your faith in the end of time is more difficult 

than removing the spikes and thorns of the qat�b plant 

with your soft fingers. You must be pious and ask God to 

help you and to keep you on the right path.
9
 

Prophet Muhammad was with a group of his companions and said 

twice: 

HIDJÇ K86 LÇ4MÇ 

O God! Let me meet my brothers. 

Those that were with him said: �Are we not your brothers?� He said:  

N OPÇ Q)RÇ æ LÇ4MÇ ã4S T ?MÇ ä)@U6Ç Ç4V@Ç æ W Læ?X /86 H*V+?F 
E HYZ[\ æ ÁZ[Ç HY\Ç ]@ ^_S äÇ H ?̀a ]@ ÈbcÇ HY\Ç æ 

ã)dÑÇ ¡He)fÇ g/dN /hÇ !i80 jk ,-.Ï ]@ Ø?M Ï)786Ç T l#DJÇ 
ÁZDm6Ç æÇ n0)862 jk ?o ¡)pq6Ç %r6æÇ s#0)<@ tuÇ H*v-. E 

]@ w !-7+ ÁÇxy !zDm@ 

No. You are my companions, but my brothers are a 

group of people in the end of time who believes in me 

whilst having not seen me. God has introduced me to 

them by their names and the names of their fathers 

before they were born. These people are careful and 

capable of protecting the religion; they are like the 

person who is able to remove the spikes from that 

9
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plant (qat�d). And God will help them and save them 

from any fitnah that is darkening and confusing.
10

 

Islam will become estranged 

Another point that becomes clear from a few hadiths is that in the 

end of time Islam somehow becomes lonely or estranged (gharib). 

For example, Imam Baqir says: 

 {Çä )-|)S ÇÐÇ ã)S kÏ) Ó)-6Ç }Ç ?@Ç /./~ Z� kÏ ),#6Ç á4[Ñ E æ äÇ 
ãb[A Ç/0 )".?$ æ Ï4�#�[ )".?$ 

When our Qa�im rises up he will call people to 

something new, like the Prophet did. Indeed Islam 

started gharib and will again become gharib.
11

   

This will not be a new religion, nor will it be based on a new 

revelation. The Islam that Imam Mahdi (aj) introduces is described 

as gharib (estranged) in the end of time. Many will observe this 

religion and claim that it is not the Islam they are familiar with, and 

not the one they have been taught about in their places of worship. 

Various aspects of the Islam in which Imam Mahdi (aj) will call 

people towards will seem strange. 

Yahya ibn �Afif narrates that his father was in Mecca with Abbas ibn 

�Abd al-Muttalib and witnessed a man, a boy and a woman, whom 

all stood, bowed, and prostrated. When he asked who they were, the 

people of the Quraysh told him that these people were Muhammad, 

Ali, and Khadija, and that they were following a new religion that 
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Muhammad had brought.
12

 This shows that in the beginning of the 

Islamic movement Islam was gharib, lonely and not supported. After 

some years God asked the Prophet to invite his close relatives to 

Islam. 

Hence, this hadith of Imam Baqir suggests that Islam will become 

gharib again. Perhaps it refers to the current situation where, despite 

having a population of 1.5 billion Muslims, it is the most 

misunderstood and misrepresented religion. Prophet Muhammad 

and the Ahlul Bayt are misunderstood and misrepresented. If Imam 

Mahdi (aj) reappears and invites people back to what the Prophet 

brought in the first place then it is doubtful that all Muslims will 

agree with this religion. Certainly some would call it a disbelief 
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I was sitting with al-�Abb�s b. �Abd al-Mu!!alib, may All�h be pleased with him, 

in Mecca, before the affairs of the Prophet became known to the public. A man 

came and looked up towards the sky where the sun hovered above. He turned 

in the direction of the Ka�ba and stood to pray. Then a youth came and stood at 

his right and a woman came and stood behind them both. The man bowed, and 

the youth and the woman bowed. The man raised his hands and the youth and 

the woman raised their hands. Then he prostrated and they both prostrated. 

��Abb�s"� I exclaimed, �it is a fantastic affair"� �Indeed, it is a fantastic affair,� 

replied al-�Abb�s. �Do you know who that man is? He is Mu#ammad b. �Abd 

All�h b.�Abd al-Mu!!alib, my cousin. Do you know who that youth is? He is �Al$ 

b. Ab$ %�lib, my cousin. Do you know who that woman is? She is Khad$ja, 

daughter of Khuwaylid. This cousin of mine (i.e. Mu#ammad) has told me that 

his Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, Who has ordered him to 

carry out this religion (d$n) which he is practising. No, by All�h, there are not 

any on the face of the earth, who practise this religion except these three.�  



(kufr), an innovation (bid�ah), or polytheism (shirk), because they 

do not recognise it. 

Imam Baqir then says: 

Á����� �!"# 

And good tidings to those who are gharib!
13

 

From this last statement, it would be wrong for us to lament of our 

small numbers, or our unfavourable position. As Imam Ali says: 

$ Ç!%&!'()* + ,-�. í/01Ç 2�31 4Ç5  

On the right path, do not feel lonely if your numbers 

are few.
14

 

The important thing for us is to be sure that we are on the right 

path. 

A person went to Imam Sadiq and asked him to explain the 

meaning of the hadith that said Islam will again become gharib. He 

said: 

ÇÐ 6Ç ã78 9731Ç :;<='(>Ç Á7?Ï Ç/-/@ AB 7?Ï á!>Ñ C 

When the Qa�im comes he will start a new invitation [to 

Islam] as the Prophet did [facing all the challenges that 

the Prophet faced]. 

The man who had asked him the question gained some 

understanding and narrates: �I stood up and kissed the head of 
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Imam Sadiq, saying: �I bear witness that you are my Imam.� Imam 

Sadiq then prayed for him, saying: �May God have mercy on you.��
15

 

Here we are not indicating the destruction or disappearance of Islam 

before Imam will come. Islam will certainly be there, but perhaps it 

would not be looked upon favourably. And most certainly, true 

Islam will not be readily accepted. Those that choose to follow true 

Islam will feel lonely and unsupported, but this will indeed be good 

for them, because the more difficult it will become to practice Islam 

the more reward it entails.
16

 

The situation of women 

Despite the immense fitnah during the end of time, with many 

facing challenges with regards to remaining loyal to their faith, there 

will be believers who are nonetheless firm in their beliefs. We find 

references to pious and committed women who will be amongst the 

close associates of Imam Mahdi (aj). On the other hand, the 

situation of women apart from those pious believers is concerning. 

Imam Ali says:  

� !"#$#ä%&'(Ç�)*+#æ#ÈÇ,-Ç#./%0(Ç#æ#12##ø3#.4&Ò5#É106#Ê%789#
Ê:Ñ%/#Ê%;ø<=&#Ê%;Ñ%>#?&#¡?@AÇ#ÊB>ÇÏ#$#¡C7(Ç#ÊBD%&#EÇ#

¡ÊÇ1 F(Ç#Ê%/G&#EÇ#¡ÊÇHIÇ#ÊBJKL0&#Ê%&�MNOI#$#PQ#ÊÇA%> 

In the end of time and near the resurrection, the 

situation will be the most severe. There will be women 

15
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who bare their private parts, they will wear all kinds of 

adornments and they will go out of the bounds of 

religion and enter into fitnah. They quickly obey their 

desires, and what God has declared as unlawful they 

consider as lawful; they will be in hell forever.
17

 

Within Sunni hadith in Sahih of Muslim, we find an expression that 

states that women will be �clothed but naked� perhaps meaning 

despite their clothing, it does not actually cover the contours of the 

body.
18

 In another hadith we read:  

ã1RST#./%0(Ç#UV#� !S#È%WX#% 0YOS#Á%06#Ê%WLZ9#Ê:Ñ%/ 

The Day of Resurrection will not come about until [you 

see] some manner of dress that some women will wear, 

but their dress will not cover them.
19

  

In another hadith from Imam Ali, quoting the Prophet, we see a 

reference to the quality of hay! (dignity). The Imam narrates the 

Prophet: 

T#ã1RS#./%0(Ç#UV#[2\"#Á%W]Ç#?&#ä%W^_(Ç#æ#Á%0`(Ç  

The final hour will not come until [you see] a great 

number of women and children lose their haya.
20
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I deduce this to be the result of the secular material culture to which 

even children from a young age are subjected, and e.g. they become 

aware of � and involved in � sexual relations.  

The Prophet asked his people: 

� !"#$"ÇÐ %Ç"Ê&'("¡)Ä*'+",'(æ"¡#$*-./"0æ"æ12345"¡Ýæ1678"0æ"9:5"
;<"1=:7Ç 

How will your situation be when your women will be 

corrupt and your youths do not observe the shari�a, and 

you keep silent [i.e. you do not promote good and 

forbid bad]? 

It was said: �Is this possible O Prophet of God?� The Prophet 

continued:  

>6?"@3Aæ";2"¡BÐ"�C=("#$"ÇÐ %Ç"D123A"1=:78"E Fæ";<"Ýæ167Ç 

Yes, and even worse will happen � you will promote bad 

and prohibit good. 

Again they said: �Is this possible?� The Prophet continued:  

>6?¡"@3Aæ";2"¡BÐ"�C=("#$"ÇÐ %Ç"EG3AÑ"Ýæ167Ç""ðÇ1=H2"1=:7Çæ"(æ162*"

Yes, and even worse than this � you will consider 

goodness as evil, and evil as goodness. 

Even Muslims will be affected by this absence of hayI amongst their 

women and young people. And the worst situation is when people 

possess a distorted understanding of good and bad.  

This should serve as a warning of the events at the end of time, and 

we must take great care regarding the way we perform our duties of 



promoting the good and forbidding the bad, especially with regards 

to our families and children.  

Misrepresentation of Islam 

We previously clarified that at the end of time Islam will remain, 

although in many cases true Islam will be confused with the many 

misrepresentations of Islam. Imam Ali quotes the Prophet as saying:  

" öJK4ó ó.L"" óMóN"" öÓ*O:PÇ""ñä* ó2 óÒ""óQ"RóS ú-ó G""ó; ö2""öäT A ú1õSúPÇ""OQ
U
Ç""õ9 õ úV óÑ""óæ""ó; ö2""öã óW úLU

úQÇ""OQ
U
Ç"

"õ9 õ úVÇ""óä úX OY ó'õZ""ö9ö[""óæ""ú õ\""õ&ó6ú[]A"" öÓ*O:PÇ""õ9úH ö2""ú õ\ õ& ö̂ * ó' ó2""ñÉ ó1 ö2*óN""óæ""ó ö_""ñÈÇ ó1 ó̀""ó; ö2"
ì ó&õaúPÇ" 

A time will come when nothing will remain from the 

Qur�an except its letters and nothing will be left from 

Islam but its name. People will be called, �Muslims,� but 

they are farthest from Islam. Their Mosques building are 

developed but they lack guidance.
21

 

From this saying we may conclude that the practice of true Islam 

and application of the Qur�an will in large stop and that there will 

be no effect of Islam on many Muslims� business, behaviour, etc; 

they will be Muslims merely by their names and outward 

appearances, whereas a true Muslim is one who is recognised by his 

impeccable conduct. 
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The youths� reaction to Imam Mahdi (aj)  

From Islamic sources we find reference to faithful and pious young 

adults who will respond to the call of Imam Mahdi (aj) without 

delay. Imam Sadiq says: 

� !"#È�$%&#'()%*+Ç#,-#Ñ./0#12.34##ñã�)5#ÇÐ 6Ç#Ç.7Ç.8#96Ç#1:;�<#=#
#ò>)+##òÉ?@Çæ#,-#AB#Ï�(CD#ä.E$FõCó7#'GH 

When the Shi�a youths are sleeping on the roofs of 

their houses [as is the practice in the Middle East] and 

then Mahdi (aj) comes, he will call them and all these 

youths, without any pre-arranged time, will be in 

Mecca on the morning of the next day.
22

  

These young adults will be prepared and willing to unhesitatingly 

answer the call of Imam Mahdi (aj) and are eager to meet him. It 

also demonstrates a facility available to them to travel quickly to 

reach Mecca. The hadith specifically refers to their fast journey to 

Mecca which could be a hint at advancement in transportation or an 

extraordinary way of travelling. This is an element found in all 

religious movements, i.e. that youths are usually the first to respond 

to prophets and god causes due to their clean hearts that are not (or 

not yet) strongly attached to worldly elements, and because they 

have committed less sins. Hence, youths should remain aware of this 

and be ever ready to join Imam Mahdi (aj). 

In brief, an examination of the hadiths about the role of youths 

during the time of Imam Mahdi (aj) shows that the number of older 

people among the helpers of Imam Mahdi (aj) is low, although 

22
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significantly valuable. The elders are likened to salt in food.
23

 One 

only needs a small amount to give the rest good taste; likewise, the 

elders give the group its taste. Furthermore, Imam Mahdi (aj) 

himself will have the appearance of a young man in his thirties.
24

  

The condition of Islamic law 

References are found regarding those who do not implement shari�a 

or Islamic law.  One hadith states: 

IDJ;Ç#æ#È�KG+Ç#L3M 

The Qur�an and its rulings will be suspended.
25

 

This is a state that we seem to be currently experiencing. I think we 

can safely say that in some aspects implementing the Shari�a has 

improved around three decades ago. However, the situation is still 

not satisfactory and more problems are arising. There are some 

Muslims who question some basics of the Shari�a.  

Family relationships 

The end of time will be a period in which social bonds, especially 

family relationships, will be weak and loose. For example, many 

young people and even children will not respect their elders: 

æ#NOÇÑ#APF+Ç#QRES%TU#AVG+W#æ#NOÇÑ#Ñ�XÇ#YÐZO#[Ñ�\ 
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You will see a young one disrespect an elder, and you will 

see a neighbour upset another neighbour.
26

 

In a hadith from Imam Husayn we read: 

ä���� !"#$Ç %&Ç '(æ!)*+, -.  #/01 2345 6" 745 æ 89:1 2345 ; 
<�=æ 745 æ >?@A 2345 BC 745 !9�DE æ 64F1 2345  ðG345 

The advent you are awaiting will not happen until [a time 

comes when] you will detach [i.e. fight and disassociate] 

yourselves from one another. Some may spit in the face of 

others, and you will call each other k�fir and be a witness 

of that, and you will curse one another.  

Someone asked: �If this is the case then does it mean there is no 

goodness in that time?� The Imam replied:  

HIÇ 'øJ ; KDÐ ¡äG"LDÇ ã�M1 GNOGP æ QR>1 KDÐ 'J 

Indeed goodness in totality is in that time. At this time 

our Qa�im will come and remove all these problems.
27

 

In the same respect we have hadiths stating that many children will 

displease and irritate their parents, and many people will not observe 

ties of kinship (silat al-rahim), but instead will harbour hatred and 

enmity in their hearts whilst showing an outward fake display of 

love in their words. 

Mosques 

Hadiths make mention of mosques with tall minarets and adorned 

with gold and expensive adornments, and that the copies of the 
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Qur�an will be beautifully decorated. The lines of prayers (salah) will 

be long and plenty, but the hearts of those that pray will not be 

united.
28

 If we glance at the state of the holy sites of Mecca and 

Medina today we see lots of physical manifestations of unity, but 

unfortunately there seems to be no real sense of unity in the hearts 

of the people. True Islamic unity is achieved when Muslims become 

like parts and cells of the same body and bricks of the same 

building.
29

 

Usury (riba) 

At the end of time usury will be normalised and will not be 

considered by many to be wrong, and people will not be rebuked for 

this.
30

 

Trustworthiness 

Prophet Muhammad has said: 

��Ç !" ä#$% & '(Ç ä!")*Ç ÎÇ +,#- ./ æÇ 0ÑÏ 1" á23 

The thing that is the rarest in the end of time is a brother 

[i.e. a believer or a friend] whom you can trust, or a 

dirham that is earned by lawful means.
31
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This hadith refers to two common problems in the end of time: 1) 

there will be few trustworthy people in whom one can comfortably 

confide in, and 2) earning halal income and being unaffected by 

haram transactions of others would become a challenge.  
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